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Introduction | Cyflwyniad
This fourth edition of Excellence at Swansea builds on the work of previous years and illustrates
once more the best characteristics of some of our excellent teachers, who have been recognised
for the outstanding quality of their practice.
Our student’s nominations highlight the depth and spread of our teaching talent. Their words,
shown here, demonstrate just what we are always looking for in our teachers and our award
winners. Some truly inspired work is showcased here, for which the University is very appreciative.
The awards have gone to teachers and support staff who care about what they do, who have
supported and inspired and who have made a difference to students across the whole University.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Mae’r pedwerydd rhifyn hwn o Ragoriaeth yn Abertawe’n adeiladu ar waith y blynyddoedd blaenorol
ac mae’n arddangos, unwaith eto, nodweddion gorau rhai o’n hathrawon ardderchog sydd wedi
cael eu cydnabod am ansawdd rhagorol eu hymarfer.
Mae enwebiadau ein myfyrwyr yn amlygu dyfnder ac ehangder ein doniau addysgu. Mae eu
geiriau, a welir yma, yn dangos yr hyn rydym bob amser yn chwilio amdano yn ein hathrawon a’n
henillwyr gwobrau. Dangosir gwaith gwirioneddol ysbrydoledig yma a werthfawrogir yn fawr gan y
Brifysgol.
Yr athrawon a’r staff cymorth sydd wedi ennill gwobrau yw’r rhai sy’n mwynhau a gofalu am beth yr
ydynt yn gwneud, sydd wedi cefnogi ac ysbrydoli a gwneud gwahaniaeth i fyfyrwyr ar draws y
Brifysgol.
Professor Martin Stringer – Pro Vice Chancellor (Academic) /
Yr Athro Martin Stringer – Dirprwy Is-ganghellor (Academaidd)
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Dr Hany Abdel Latif

School of Management |
Yr Ysgol Reolaeth

Teaching |
Addysgu

Student Comments | Sylwadau Myfyrwyr:
“The passion he possesses towards the subjects he teaches is second to none and this
certainly spreads to the students.”
“I don't think I've met a lecturer as well rounded as Hany, who carries a friendly
demeanour at all times, and can hold a conversation on both academic and nonacademic
subjects.”
“Hany's feedback style helps me gain confidence.”
“Hany goes to every effort to make sure everyone can understand the topic at hand, from
engagement in classes to having his own website and respective social medias,
including YouTube, where all the material for the course is available, such as lecture
slides, captures and even video guides for using relevant software.”
“Each module I have had Hany, he has helped as much as possible in both coursework
and exam preparation, through emails and one-to-one's, advising on particular details
that I may not have full understanding in. He'll help in any way he can.”
“Despite his busy schedule, he even finds time to arrange football events after
university, for both students and staff, through which I have found friendships.”
“He actually reads and tells you where you’re are going wrong /right!”
“Hany also points us towards relevant papers to read for us to get a bigger
understanding and more practical look into the topic before covering such topic in more
depth n the following lecture.”
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Arts & Humanities |
Celfyddydau a'r
Dyniaethau

Dr Alexia Bowler
Student Comments | Sylwadau Myfyrwyr:

Teaching |
Addysgu

“With one lecture, she shifted my whole attitude towards the course. Her ability to take
a topic, draw you in and interest you is incredible. She's the only lecturer I have who has
inspired me to do work outside of what is required and inspire and genuine interest in what
she's been talking about.”
“Her interactions and feedback with us, especially in seminars, are unlike anything
I've seen in any other teacher or lecturer.”
“I always take something different from each of her lectures, and I look forward to her
teaching.”
“Gets enthusiastic when students tell her about work they're doing around the course or
related to English Language.”
“… clearly enjoys teaching, taking pride in helping her students”
“She goes above and beyond to ensure her students understand the course materials, and
it s clear through her teaching methods that she has a passion for her subject area.”
“She is caring and considerate and is always on hand to help and assist her students in
any way that she can. She will go above and beyond to support her students academically,
and is kind-natured as an individual.”
“Her lecturers are thoroughly enjoyable, and she engages well with students within a
lecture, keeping their attention but still teaching and delivering material to a high standard.”
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Dr Jon Burnett

Hillary Rodham Clinton
School of Law |
Ysgol Y Gyfraith Hillary
Rodham Clinton

Student Comments | Sylwadau
Myfyrwyr:

Teaching |
Addysgu

“Never makes me feel I am wasting his time !”
“Feedback was always delivered sensitively and in a positive way which really boosted my
confidence.”
“The most helpful, kind and funny man.”
“Jon Burnett puts his heart and soul into his lectures.”
“His enthusiasm for his subject is infectious.”
“Jon was enthusiastic about work given to him for feedback and very subtly made suggestions on
how it could be improved upon.
His feedback never gave me any negative thoughts and always inspired me to do my very best.”
“Jon's lecture slides on Research Methods in Criminology were so comprehensive that
his students knew exactly what was required for the completion of the assignment. Coupled with
this was Jon's enthusiasm for his subject and his apparent delight when the intricacies of
topics such as epistemology and ontology were understood by the students.”
“Makes sure that everyone understands what he is teaching us.”
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Prof. Elaine Crooks

College of Science |
Coleg Gwyddoniaeth

Teaching |
Addysgu

Student Comments | Sylwadau Myfyrwyr:
“The most passionate lecturer I have come across.”
“Elaine is an extremely thorough lecturer who likes to challenge her students and is
always happy to support you where necessary.”
“Structured, concise and constructive.”
“Elaine explains everything very thoroughly, and she often asks questions throughout the lecture to
check our understanding.”
“Runs through things at a good understandable pace, really is concise and well developed in her
subject knowledge.”
“Elaine is always happy for you to knock on her door, and she will always give you constructive
feedback if you bring along an example or some content from the lectures that you have worked
on in your own time.”
“Elaine likes to stick a question in to try and catch you out which is a very good method when it comes
to practising prior to an assessed piece of work. She is also very good at explaining things in different
ways in order to help you understand if you are still not sure about anything.”
“Great empathy on student and human level.”
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Dr Peter Dorrington

College of Engineering |
Coleg Peirianneg

Teaching |
Addysgu

Student Comments | Sylwadau Myfyrwyr:
“He gets his knowledge across extremely clearly, no matter how complex, and is always
able to provide examples to illustrate what he means.”
“He has inspired me to do better and has made me fall in love with my degree again.”
“You are made to feel like an individual throughout the module, with each lecture being
memorable and unique in its own way.”
“Thegenuine enthusiasm has made this the most involved and stimulating module of
the semester by far.”
“Very articulate !”
“Dr Dorrington s a down to earth, superb lecturer, and makes you feel like an equal and as
part of a team. A standout lecturer with an infectious passion for his subject. I cannot wait to see
what is planned for EG214”
“He is concise, clear, helpful and honest and is always willing to give up his time to help his
students.”
“His feedback encourages you to try harder and push to improve and further yourself as an
engineer.”
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Prof. Antonio Gil

College of Engineering |
Coleg Peirianneg

Teaching |
Addysgu

Student Comments | Sylwadau Myfyrwyr:
“Excellent lecturer and we will remember you!”
“He is amazing at explaining things, he's really enthusiastic about teaching us and
that kind of enthusiasm is contagious. He will break a complex problem down
into basic simple problems and makes a complex problem very easy. He makes sure
we learn not just to pass but learn for life. I can never forget what he has taught, it has
been instilled in me for life. I honestly wish he wins this because he really deserves it.”
“Very interactive and wants to engage with the class. He uses great teaching methods
in clearly explaining the problems at hand, relating it to real life examples.”
“His engagement with the whole class and the ability to keep you hooked for the
entire two hour lecture. Also his passion for the subject and teaching is what makes him a
great lecturer.”
“Great atmosphere … communicates well with students … nice handwriting!”
“Very passionate about his subject, which makes the module more interesting because
during lectures you can see he wants you to find it as interesting as he does.”
“He can come up with a story to explain something on the spot, it makes learning new
material much easier!”
“Very relaxing environment created where you feel confident to ask questions at any
point if you don't understand.”
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Dr Andrew King

College of Science |
Coleg Gwyddoniaeth

Teaching |
Addysgu

Student Comments | Sylwadau Myfyrwyr:
“The use of interaction between students as well as to himself in his lectures has not only
made the information provided in lectures far easier to understand but has also
made them more enjoyable.”
““A very passionate behavioural and evolutionary ecologist with a real talent for
teaching, the perfect combination.”
“A down to Earth lecturer who wants to feed the minds of his classes and encourages them
to keep asking questions.”
“In the first lecture, Dr King told us he wants to be learning in a hands-on way, and told us that he
welcomed questions and comments, and to please stop him if we were stuck. This was so
refreshing, because I find it difficult to learn when m being talked at for an hour. He makes the class
a more laid-back environment, making it easier for us as students to learn. I have found his lectures
interesting and exciting, and I look forward to them each week.”
“Really engages with us and gets the whole class to participate, and makes the knowledge relevant
and understandable. As well as creating a supportive environment meaning anyone is comfortable
to contribute.”
“Generally feedback on our work is fast and detailed, praising us on areas we did well in
and highlighting areas that need improvement. It is constructive and helpful eedback that suggests
how we can improve, it doesn't just say what was wrong. Feedback the whole class received after
group presentations was encouraging and eassuring, as he knew a lot of people didn't enjoy
presenting, but wanted to ensure they were not stressing over it and praised everyone for their
contributions.”
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Dr George Leloudas

Hillary Rodham Clinton
School of Law |
Ysgol Y Gyfraith Hillary
Rodham Clinton

Teaching |
Addysgu

Student Comments | Sylwadau Myfyrwyr:
“Lets you know when you are on the right path when approaching a problem. Also lets you
know if what you are saying is irrelevant in the concrete case. This is highly appreciated.”
“How easy and clear his teaching is, each argument and principle are illustrated with a
practical example.”
“He delivers the lecture in a comprehensive and understandable way. He is very
interactive giving incentives to students to participate and make their knowledge solid. He always
welcomes questions and is keen to answer them.”
“Really caring and and encouraging to all of the students.”
“His unique teaching methods, his open-mindedness and his talent at explaining complex legal
doctrines.”
Uplifting energy makes it easier for us to concentrate and we can understand clearly, all the
important topics both in lectures and seminar classes.”
“Hispresence in the classroom is the perfect balance between professionalism and friendliness.”
“Capable of making complicate things less complicated. Focuses on the essential and important.
Teaches you how to approach problems in a coherent manner.”
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Rosemary Muxworthy

College of Science |
Coleg Gwyddoniaeth

Support |
Cymorth

Student Comments | Sylwadau Myfyrwyr:
“If Rosemary can solve a problem I have, she will.”
“She is always friendly and ready to listen when I had a problem I needed help with.”
“If I have a problem or am having an awful time or day I know Rosemary is happy or me to just
pop into her office and see her.”
“She makes herself available to talk to me when I need her and it is comforting to know that she
will be there if something awful happens.”
“Without her help I feel like I might not have been able to continue my studies.”
“The ease I feel with her is due to her positively and friendly personality, which she manages to
allow whilst maintaining the upmost professionalism.”
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Dr Sam Webster

Medical School |
Ysgol Feddgaeth

Teaching|
Addysgu

Student Comments | Sylwadau Myfyrwyr:

“Sam is one of the few people who seem to go out of their way to allow us to gauge our
progress.”
“Sam is an exceptionally dedicated and engaging member of staff who goes above and beyond
to help his students learn and retain a truly monstrous amount of information. There are shed
loads of very expensive anatomy revision materials out there, but none of them come with Sam's
humour, his easy explanations or his passion or the subject. His podcasts mean I can go to the
gym without feeling guilty about not studying because I can have them on my mp3 player and do
both at once, and thanks to his YouTube channel I can quickly go over areas from previous
weeks to check I've retained information and refresh my memory. Sam deserves this award, we
are incredibly lucky to have him. Don't believe me then check out the comments on his videos,
people from around the world think we're lucky to have him too.”
“He does not assume anything is inherently easy just because it makes sense to him and he tries
to give us logical ways to remember complicated anatomy.”
“I have felt literally saved by some of his YouTube videos.”
“The way Sam explains difficult topics is exceptional.”
“His passion and enthusiasm for anatomy”
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Dr Thomas Wilkinson

Medical School |
Ysgol Feddgaeth

Teaching |
Addysgu

Student Comments | Sylwadau Myfyrwyr:
“A fantastic, engaging lecturer who cares about his students and their learning.”
“Dr Wilkinson is an excellent lecturer, his lectures are always engaging and very
informative. Despite the topics sometimes being difficult, Dr Wilkinson finds a way to simplify the
information and then build on this basic knowledge to make he topic easier to process. During his
lectures he'll frequently check in with his students to check that students are following what he's
saying and if not he'll go back over what he's said. Dr Wilkinson's lectures are fantastic and he
makes the module so much more interesting. It is a pleasure to be taught by him.”
“He considers students' individual circumstances and needs, and accommodates them well in l
ectures and practicals. He delivers content at an appropriate level. He is enthusiastic and upbeat in
lectures; and so, maintains the attention of his audience well. He is receptive to feedback, and flexible
in his teaching style. He is approachable both face to face and by email.”
“He's really lovely and relaxed and teaches in a way that makes you want to listen.”
“His clarity and clear enthusiasm, great organization and positivity. Very encouraging.”
“His feedback is always very detailed. Never just says something is wrong or doesn't just give me the
correct answer, he explains the theory behind the question.”
“Always takes the time to help. I don't always have to ask for help either, he constantly asks me if I
have any questions or need any assistance from him."
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Excellence in Team
Teaching Award

Medical School |
Ysgol Feddgaeth

Teaching |
Addysgu

BSc Genetics

Dr Claire Morgan
Dr Ricardo Del Sol Abascal
Dr Paul Facey
Student Comments | Sylwadau Myfyrwyr:
"Apart from teaching in/coordinating modules which are closely aligned, they represent important
contributors to the GenBio degree schemes as a whole with their work/student guidance. Their
commitment to excellence in teaching makes them assets to both Swansea University as an
institution as well as the student body they serve. Their determined excellence and pointed
guidance has more influence on student wellbeing and scientific development then they get credit
for."
"All 3 consecutively go above and beyond when regarding their own lecture quality and content,
their availability when compared to other professionals within the degree scheme is unparalleled.
Constant and effective adaptation of lecturing techniques in accordance to the student body's
particular needs/future careers is a given. Elaboration of new approaches to degree module
composition as a means of providing future graduates with a competitive edge and skills
necessary to thrive is more than evident also."
"Simply put, it translates into opportunities for graduates that would NOT have existed had they not
been pushed/created/disseminated by these 3 lecturers. They do not limit themselves to simply
teaching and because of this, GenBio as a whole reaps benefits. Given wider responsibilities, the
quality of the degree schemes would no doubt mprove under their tutelage. They are invaluable. "
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Picture Credits | Cydnabyddiaeth Llun
All images taken from the Swansea University “Research as Art” competition 2018/9 |
Yr holl ddelweddau o gystadleuaeth "Ymchwil fel Celf" Prifysgol Abertawe 2018/19
Page | Tudalen
1 'A Galaxy of Overlaps' - Samuel Nichols (School of Biosciences, University of Birmingham | Ysgol Biowyddorau,
Prifysgol Birmingham)
2 'The Thirst of a Vampyre' - Harry Mckenna (College of Arts and Humanities | Coleg y Celfyddydau a’r
Dyniaethau)
4

'Research as Hope' - Valeria Italia (College of Science | Coleg Gwyddoniaeth)

6

'Living with Vernon' - Katherine Murray (College of Arts and Humanities | Coleg y Celfyddydau a’r Dyniaethau)

8 'Quantifying Nature' - Alizée R.L. Mauffrey in collaboration with: Laura Cappelatti, John N. Griffin(College of
Science | Coleg Gwyddoniaeth)
10 'Inspecting the Catch' - Sara Barrento, in collaboration with Dr Eknarin Rodcharoen, Prince Songkla
University; Professor Chutima Tantikitti, Prince Songkla University (College of Science | Coleg Gwyddoniaeth)
12 'Spirals of Research' - Caitlin McCall (College of Engineering| Y Coleg Peirianneg)
14 'Psychedelic Semiconductors' - Peter Griffin, in collaboration with Dr. Saptarsi Ghosh, Dr Tongtong Zhu &
Rachel Oliver (University of Cambridge, Centre for Gallium Nitrite | Prifysgol Caergrawnt, Y Ganolfan Galiwm Nitrid
)
16 'Golden Eggs' - Sarah Aldridge (in Collaboration with Graziella Lossa (Lincoln University, School of Life
Sciences | Prifysgol Lincoln, Ysgol Gwyddorau Bywyd)
18 'SteetWise' - Jennifer Pearson, in collaboration with: Simon Robinson, Thomas Reitmaier, Matt Jones (College
of Science | Coleg Gwyddoniaeth)
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Yr holl ddelweddau o gystadleuaeth "Ymchwil fel Celf" Prifysgol Abertawe 2018/19
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20 'Beauty is More Than Skin Deep' - Anton du Plessis, in collaboration with Chris Broeckhoven (Stellenbosch
University | Prifysgol Stellenbosch)
22 'Mankins (n=19)' - Alison Porter (Medical School | Ysgol Feddgaeth)
24 'Sustainabot' - Simon Robinson in collaboration with Jennifer Pearson, Mark Holton & Matt Jones (College of
Science | Coleg Gwyddoniaeth)
26 'Experimental Fail - When Your Sample is Talking' - Hortense Le Ferrand (Nanyang Technological University
| Prifysgol Dechnolegol Nanyang)
28 'Waste Not, Want Not' - Larissa Nicholas (College of Science | Coleg Gwyddoniaeth)
31 'Angel of Fragments' - Sarah Gamble ((College of Arts and Humanities | Coleg y Celfyddydau a’r Dyniaethau)
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